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Stock Parish Council
The Tythe Barn, High Street, Stock, Essex. CM4 9BU

Minutes
for meeting held at
The Cricket Club Pavilion
Tuesday 25" February 2025

Present: Chairman: Absent
Vice-Chairman: Present

Councillors: R Pritchard, J Pye, M Baker
Also present: the Parish Clerk

1- Welcome
Clir M Rolph gave his apologies on the meeting being postponed two weeks ago and also gave his
apologies for the absence of several Councillors.

2. Apologies of absence
Apologies had been received by Clirs P Fenwick, M Gray, M Eade, S Porter, P Mcallister

3. Minutes of last meetings
Resolved to Approve the Council minutes held on 21% of January 25 as a true and accurate
record of the meeting.

4. Declaration of Councillor Interests relating to the Agenda
Clir M Baker declared that she doesn’t comment on planning applications.

5. Public participation

Many residents expressed their concems on the proposal of the parking restrictions within The Village.
The residents have been told by the Councillors that they would need to submit their responses within
the consultation period (ending 14™ March 2025) to SEPP and to also copy in the Parish Council to their
emails. The Councillors have assured residents that any objection to the proposal will be considered
and they will send in their own report to SEPP.
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6. Planning Matters

Reference: 93/06589/573

Address: 56 Well Lane Stock Ingatestone Essex

Description of works: Removal of Condition 4 to approved planning application 93/06589/FUL (Detached
house and garage ancillary to existing horticultural business (Plan nos 1 & 2)) to removal of the occupancy
condition.

Resolved to support

Reference: 07/00598/573

Address: 56 Well Lane Stock Ingatestone Essex

Description of works: Removal of Condition 3 to approved planning application 07/00598/FUL
(Extension and conversion of garage to provide an annexe to dwelling for applicants relatives in
association with the horticultural nursery) removal of the occupancy condition

Resolved to support

Address: Site At 21 Well Lane Stock Ingatestone Essex

23/01538/NMAT/3 | Non-material amendment for pianning application 23/01538/FUL:- (Demolition
of existing dwelling and garage. Proposed replacement dwelling with detached garage) Alterations
to fenestration, stretch the buildings depth and introduce a slight reduction to the roof pitch.
Resolved to support

Address: 9A Mill Lane Stock Ingatestone Essex CM4 9RY

23/01651/NMAT/1 | Non-material amendment to planning permission 23/01651/FUL (Demolition of
full-width conservatory at rear, proposed full-width single storey pitched roof extension. Alterations
to fenestration.) Amendments proposed to: the setting out of glazing to the proposed extension;
bricking in of the existing side garage window; adjustment of front door fenestration; revision to the
proposed external finish to the extension.

Resolved to support

Reference: 25/00084/FUL

Address: 18 Myln Meadow Stock Ingatestone Essex

Description of works: Demolition of existing garage and part rear extension. Construction of part single,
part two storey rear extension. Two storey side extension and new roof. Internal and external alterations.
Resolved to support

Reference: 25/00115/FUL

Address: Spruce Lodge 17 Common Lane Stock Ingatestone Essex C\M4 9LP

Two-storey extensions to left-hand side of the property with a single-storey rear extension and
associated internal reconfiguration.

Resolved to support

Reference: 25/05613/CAT

Address: 3 High Trees Stock Ingatestone CM4 9DQ

Description of works: Cherry - Marked T23 - Fell - Reason: Showing signs of distress
Leave to Arboriculture

Reference: 25/00225/FUL

Address: Hippodrome Farm Goatsmoor Lane Stock Ingatestone
Description of works: Retrospective application for construction of menage
Resolved to support

Reference:25/00243/FUL

Address: Heather Bank Common Road Stock Ingatestone

Description of works: Proposed two-storey rear extension and partial garage conversion, with alterations
to fenestration and internal changes. Resolved to support
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Highways and Maintenance

7. Parking
The proposal for restricted parking in The Village is currently in the consultation period which runs
until 14™ March 2025.

This is now very much in the hands of South Essex Parking Partnership and not Stock Parish
Council.

If the proposal proceeds | am assured by SEPP that we will receive regular visits from Enforcement
Officers who will issue Penalty Charge Notices (PCN’s)

8. Parking at Stock School

Clir J Pye is very pleased to confirm that Stock School has now joined the 3PR Scheme. This is a
scheme to encourage CARE, CONSIDERATION and CAUTION when parking near to the school.
You may see banners, notices and 3PR robots near the school.

9. Speeding & Road Safety

As you will recall all of our efforts to have Average Speed Cameras, Speed Reductions in and around The
Village and improvements to the Pedestrian Crossing and Bus Stop position were rejected by Essex
Highways. We therefore met with and raised our concerns with our MP Sir John Whittingdale. He has
agreed to take our concerns to Tom Cunningham, the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation,
and have all of our LHP’s revisited.

A meeting was held with Clir Lee Scott, Cabinet Member, on behalf of Clir Tom Cunningham, and our
Essex County Councillor, Sue Dobson on 19" February 2025. At this meeting, our petition ‘Stock Against
Speeding’ (containing 2152 signatures) was presented to Clir Sue Dobson. This petition will be formally
presented to Clir Tom Cunningham at the next Essex County Council meeting. The petition will support
the other documents (including The Village survey) previously submitted supporting and reinforcing the
very strong feelings of Stock Parishioners.

Two residents who are in charge of the petition reported that there have been more signatures since the
original report was sent to the Councillors and Essex County Council. Clir J Pye has asked if these can
be forwarded to Clir Sue Dobson.

It was also reported that PC Terry Verrall, who is part of the Chelmsford Policing Team, does a lot of
community work with other Parishes, and is going to some work with Stock Parish also, especially work
involving the speeding within The Village.

10. Vehicle Activated Devices

Clir J Pye reported that he has applied for the licenses for three VAS (Vehicle Activated Devices) to Essex
Highways. This week, he has taken the delivery of the devices which are solar powered. The devices for
each end of the High Street will be installed on the existing poles. The signs will flash up your speed in
GREEN and THANK YOU if you are within the speed limit or RED and SLOW DOWN if you are exceeding
the speed limit. If a vehicle is travelling at excessive speed only SLOW DOWN will flash up. This is to
discourage anyone from trying to obtain the highest reading.

The device for Mill Road will be installed on the new post which Clir J Pye installed. The sign will indicate
the speed limit and SLOW DOWN if it is being exceeded. This sign allows the speed limit to be changed
from 30MPH to 20MPH if we ever achieve a 20MPH speed limit.

The signs will be installed on Friday 28" February 25 with the help of some volunteers from The Village. An
engineer from SWARCO will also be on hand to set up and commission the devices.
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11. SpeedWatch

Clir M Rolph reported that the team haven’t been out as much as they usually would due to the weather and
iliness, but have managed to get out once every other week. The current total of speeders is 409 since
March 24 which includes 17 re-offenders.

The Parish Council have signed up a trial run with Trucam, who are operatives from Maldon Town Council
and are Police trained, will come out and use their speed gun which will issue fines to speeding vehicles. 4
one hour sessions will cost £50 each.

12. Highways Reports
Clir Pye reported over 40 outstanding items such as pot holes, very poor pavement conditions, missing
kerbs, bollards/signs and unreadable road markings.

However, following his contact with Essex Highways Operational Manager regarding urgent matters, we
received the following:
- The repainting of all worn out give way road markings on all the junctions in The Village.
- The repainting of ‘No Entry’ between The Square and The High Street.
- Confirmation that the missing give way sign at the Common Road/Mill Road junction will be
replaced.
- Confirmation that the blocked drain next to The Bear will be cleared soon.
- The kerb at The Village Shop will be repaired, but this can only be done in the daytime, which will
mean the closure of the shop, which the owner has agreed too.

13. Street Care
Clir J Pye was very pleased to see that following his request, a road sSweeper came to The Village
two weeks ago to sweep all the gutters and gullies. It certainly has made a difference.

We do get a small team of litter pickers who empty the bins and visit us every other Tuesday.

14. General Maintenance

Works in progress

The works to renew the Gravel Path from The Square past The Hoop will commence as soon as
the weather permits, which we are hoping for next week.

Works to be actioned

Refurbish bench on Back Lane - This bench was dismantled and the timber slats replaced and
refurbished. Unfortunately, it can’t be reinstated due to a boat propeller sticking through the frame
of the bench.

Bus Shelter opposite the Hoop - Clean and tidy up after the house construction completed
(budget price of £220)

Kissing Gate half way down Mill Walk — repair and repaint (budget price of £1 10)

Village Gateways
We have now agreed a basic design and position for the improved Village Gateways and it is my
intention to get these underway as soon as possible (budget price of £5,000)

Clir R Pritchard has requested that the Parish Council invest in a sign cleaner for cleaning the road
signs. All Councillors present agreed

15. All Saints Church
No update.

16. Litter Pick
Clir M Rolph reported the Village is in a fairly tidy condition, however he will organise another litter
pick for around 4 weeks time.
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Environment

16. The Common Tree Survey, Drainage and Car Park Project

Following approval of the non-material amendment to our planning application the works are now
progressing to completion.

Phase 1

Car park extension and resurfacing is completed. Village beacon relocated.

Phase 2

Move the bollards out towards the road circa 300mm from the edge of the Highway. Reduce stones
on verge by 100mm.

Phase 3

Cover remaining stones and exposed gabion basket with permeable membrane and 150mm topsoil
and seed.

Due to the road surface collapsing into the now reinforced ditch due to vehicles driving on and parking
on the verge. It is evident from the very ragged and uneven line that a permanent kerb is required.
This is beyond the maintenance work carried out by Essex Highways. | have therefore applied for a
permanent road improvement by a different Highways department.

Clir J Pye also wanted to report that we have not narrowed the road. The repairs to the ditches have
been done and shingles have been put down which has made it seem like the road is narrower.

17. Trees in the Village

Clir J Pye reported that there are a number of dead trees in The Village which in some cases cause
danger to vehicles and pedestrians when branches fall off. In the main area these are on and around
Stock Common, upon checking are unfortunately Stock Parish Councils responsibility.

As these trees are in a conservation area, | first have to get planning permission to fell them, which
| have done.

Current Tree Works

Planned for 18™ March 2025

Birch Lane/Common Road — Dead sycamore to be felled, Large dead branch that extends across
Common Road near Birch Lane

Mill Road — Pollard two Willows where branches are becoming tangled in electric cables.

Common Road - Cut down all epicormic growth, suckers and ivy to all trees on both sides of Common
Road.

Planned for 26™ March 2025

Common Playground Side - Dead due stemmed sycamore to be felled, Large dead ivy covered
Sycamore to be felled.

Future Tree Works

Mill Road past Mili Lane - 4 Dead Sycamores to be felled

Area between Orchard House & Stock Surgery — This very untidy area is designated to be on Stock
Common

Common Playground - Large lvy-covered tree to be investigated

18. Flooding
It has been resolved that Essex Highways, Essex Flood Assets and some volunteers will clear the
blockages around Smallgains Lane.

19. Other Matters
The Common Playground — we are looking refurbishing the playground. Once we have received the
quotes from Wicksteed and Caloo, we will look into getting this project started.

We have had recently had a few repairs done to the current playground, carried out by Wicksteed.
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Apportionment of CIL monies — Once the financial year comes to an end, we will look into how much
CIL money we have left from the current year and the following year, this will allow us to apportion it
accordingly.

Village Hall Proposal — We have agreed to contribute towards this proposal once we have looked into
the finances towards the end of the financial year.

School Playground Proposal - We have agreed to contribute towards this proposal once we have
looked into the finances towards the end of the financial year.

20. Finance

It was resolved that the accounts for payment for February 2025 be approved as follows:

Sage Monthly Fee £30.00
Essex Pension Fund £7.44

02 Monthly Bill £13.57
HMRC Employer Contributions (December Pay) £12.16
Clerk Wages (January Pay) £1103.74
Clerk Wages (February Pay) £1012.50
HMRC Overdue Interest £96.53

S Type Security (Dec Patrols) £588.00
Stock Cricket Club £216.00
Wicksteed £280.58
C R Swift (Village Common Car Park) £10,937.02

The bank account balances as of 25" February 2025 are:
BARCLAYS Business Current Account: £9885.12
BARCLAYS Business Savings Account: £90198.14
UNITY Current T1: £33,426.64

UNITY Instant Access: £50,000.00

22. Chairman’s Report
Chairman not present.

23. Clerk’s Report

The Clerk reported that the money owed to HMRC, a total of £96.53,needs to be paid before there
are added extra charges. The money owed is for interest from previous tax years.

It was resolved that the Clerk will pay this.

24. Village Information Exchange

Clir M Rolph reported we had received a letter from a resident asking if we had a position within
the Council for him to gain experience in health & safety role. All Councillors present decided there
isn’t anything suitable within the Parish Council.

He also reported that a letter was received from The Woodland Officer of the Forestry Commission
asking people to be aware of Spruce Tree Disease.

25. Date of Next meetmg
The next meeting will be held on uesday 11t
Common Road.

arch 2025, at 7.30pm at the Cricket Pavilion on

The meeting closed at 9.41pm




